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NOTES 

We understand that the Home Secretary has intimated to Dr. 
Lyon Playfair, member for the Edinburgh University, that he 
will submit the name of Mr. Geikie, F.R.S., to the Queen as 
first professor in the new Chair of Geology in that university. 
This has been done at the express recommendation of Sir Rode¬ 
rick Murchison, who, as already announced, has given the sum 
of 6,000/. to found the chair. In spite of her great mineral 
wealth, Scotland has no school of applied science like the State- 
supported establishments in London and Dublin. It is matter 
for congratulation, therefore, that the first appointment to the 
first Chair of Geology established in Scotland should have bWfeh 
given to One whose position as director of the Geological Survey 
in that part of the United Kingdom will enable him to 1 act 
effectively in the teaching of the practical applications of geology. 

The trustees of the British Museum have wisely not departed 
from precedent in appointing Mr. W. Carruthers, F.L.S., 
F.G.S., to the Keepership of the department of Botany, in the 
room of Mr. J. J. Bennett, lately resigned. Mr. Carruthers has 
been Mr. Bennett’s senior assistant for eleven years, during which 
time he has done much to render the extensive botanical collec¬ 
tions of the Museum readily accessible and useful to the public. 
Mr. Carruthers is widely known for his numerous and impor¬ 
tant papers on Vegetable Palaeontology, in which he has greatly 
contributed to a knowledge of the structure and. affinities of ex¬ 
tinct forms of vegetation. 

According to a constant practice strictly adhered to Tor 
almost two centuries, at the first sitting in January of-the 
French Academie des Sciences, the vice-president for the pre¬ 
ceding year fills the office of president, and keeps it for twelve 
months. But M. Coste having left Paris before the siege, the 
change in the presidency could not take place. The members 
present, to the number of thirty-one, elected the vice-president 
for 1871, who will be president for 1872. M. Faye was elected 
and proclaimed by M. Lionville, who was then in office. The 
election took place with the thermometer at — 6° C. No" fire 
was allowed to be lighted, in consequence of the scarcity of fuel. 

Dr. W. B. Carpenter recently delivered his Lecture, “ On 
the Temperature and Life of the Deep Sea,” at the Hulme 
Town Hall, Manchester, and it is reprinted as one of the penny 
series of “ Science Lectures for the People,” to which we re¬ 
cently referred in terms of commendation. 

The report of the commissioners appointed by the Lord- 
Lieutenant and General Governor of Ireland in October 
1868 to inquire into, and report on the Artificial Cultivation 
and Propagation of Oysters, and the methods used in some 
parts of Great Britain and France for "these purposes, ha£ just 
been printed. It forms an octavo blue-book of nearly 200 pages, 
and is illustrated with woodcuts and ten plates. We hope in a 
future number to give a short notice of the recommendations 
offered in this report. 

We understand that the library of the late Dr, Matthiessen, 
including a large selection of valuable works on chemistry and 
physics, is to be sold to-morrow, at Puttick and Simpson’s 
Auction Rooms, in Leicester Square. 

Prof. Karl Koch, of Berlin, proposes the establishment in 
that city of a Dendrological Garden, to be specially devoted, to 
the cultivation of species and varieties of all kinds of foreign 
trees and shrubs. Plans of the proposed garden were shown at 
the last meeting of the Council of the Royal Horticultural 
Society. 

M. Janssen is now at Bordeaux preparing his memoir on 
the Eclipse, for presentation to the French Academie des 
Sciences. 


The Astronomer Royal for Ireland has just published the first 
part of a series of astronomical observations and researches made 
at Dunsink, the Observatory of Trinity College, Dublin. This 
part contains results of observations made with the South 
Refractor from June 1868, to October 1869, and consists of 
88 quarto pages and three plates, printed at the expense of the 
Board of Trinity College. We purpose, in an early number, to 
give a short account of the College Observatory and of the equa¬ 
torial erected for the fine 1 i-fin. object glass presented by Sir 
James South to the college. 

The following is a list of the third series of lectures arranged 
by the Sunday Lecture Society to be delivered at St. George’s 
Hal), Langham Place, on Sunday afternoons, at half-past three 
o’clock :—Feb. 26—Mr. Moncure D. Conway, on “ The Past 
and Present of New England ; its Early History, Physical Fea¬ 
tures, Literary and Religious Development, and Sketches of 
leading thinkers—Emerson, Theodore Parker, &c.” March 5— 
Jon A. Hjaltalin, of Iceland, on “Iceland; its Physical 
Features, Volcanoes, HotJ Springs, &c., the Manners and Cus¬ 
toms of its Inhabitants.” March 12—W. G. Clark, M.A., 
Vice-Master of Trinity College, and late Public Orator, Cam¬ 
bridge, on “Protestantism.” March 19—-J. Norman Lockyer, 
F.R.S., on “The Total Eclipse of Dec. 22.” March 26—T. 
Spencer Cobbold, M.D., F.R.S., on “ The General Structure 
and Development of Ferns.” April 2—Edwaid Maitland, B. A., 
on “Jewish Literature and Modern Education ; or the Use and 
Mis-use of the Bible in the School-room.” April 16—W. K. 
Clifford, M.A., on “The History of the Sun: an Explanation 
of Laplace’s Nebular Hypothesis, and of Recent Controversies 
in regard to the Time which can be allowed for the Evolution of 
Life.” April 23—Prof, J, S. Blackie, on “War; its Causes, 
Character, and Consequences.” 

At the sittingfof the 23rd January, the French Academy learned 
the death of M. H. Regnault, son to M. Regnault, the learned 
member ©f the section for physics. This young man, a painter 
of rising fame, had been killed when attacking the woods of 
Buzenval on the 19th of the same month. A deliberation of the 
assembly was taken to congratulate M. Victor Regnault, the 
father, then at Geneva. The body having been found was buried 
in the Pere La Chaise before a deputation from the Academie des 
Sciences, Academie des Beaux Arts, and Academie Francaise. 
The proceedings were recorded in the Comptes Rendtis. 

During the week ending 18th February upwards of 3,500 
British objects, consisting of sculpture, pottery, woollens, and 
educational works and appliances, were delivered at the buildings 
of the International Exhibition of 1871, besides foreign objects 
from Bavaria, Belgium, and Saxony. 

We are informed that public meetings on the subject of 
Science and Art Education have recently been held in many 
places in the West of England. The well-known Royal Albert 
Museum at Exeter^ with its Science and Art classes, museum, 
and' free library, has done much towards attracting attention 
to the value of scientific knowledge in this part of England. 
The Plympton Grammar School, which has just been reorganised 
under a new scheme, will include the teaching of chemistry and 
drawing as a regular part of the school course. 

Prof. Phillips is busily engaged at Oxford upon his new 
work on the “ Physical Geography and Geology of the Thames 
Valley.” This volume will contain numerous plates of fossils, 
illustrative of the various beds to be met with in the district, all 
of which are drawn by the learned Professor himself. I11 addi¬ 
tion to these the numerous drawings of the magnificent series of 
Ceteosaurian remains lately acquired by the Oxford Museum will 
cause this volume to be eagerly looked forward to by every 
geologist and palaeontologist 
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The offer to build a Museum at Hereford in connection with 
the Woolhope Naturalists’ Field Club has been very gratefully 
accepted by the Corporation of that town, and there is every 
prospect of Mr. Rankine’s generous scheme being fully carried 
out. 

The British Museum has lately acquired two fine specimens 
of the most gigantic of known crabs. This species measures 
10 feet between the tips of the claws, but has a comparatively 
small body, triangular in shape, somewhat convex. The claws 
are thin, and about 6 feet in length, including the pincers. Its 
habitat is Japan, where it is, we believe, eaten for food, and it 
seems strange that specimens should be so scarce in Europe. It 
was described and figured by Ksempfer, in 1763, in liis account 
of Japan, and is now named Macrochira Kmnpferi (Dettaan) in 
commemoration of that eminent naturalist. One specimen has 
also been acquired for the Edinburgh Museum. 

At the sitting of the 30th January the French Academy 
learned the death of M. Gustav Lambert, who was engaged in 
preparing an expedition to the North Pole when war broke out, 
and who had been badly wounded at Montrelaut when fighting 
at the head of a company of National Guards which he com¬ 
manded, M. Itlie de Beaumont read a memoir sent four years 
ago by the enterprising intended explorer. Before leaving Paris 
for his last fight, he had sent to the Defense Nationals a 
memoir on the means of communication between Paris and 
the Provinces. This memoir will be published when peace 
shall be restored. 

The large series of fossils in the Oxford Museum is in pro¬ 
cess of re-arrangement, and the space formerly occupied by the 
Physical Science Apparatus, removed into the Physical Labora¬ 
tory, is now devoted to large collections of fossils hitherto undis¬ 
played for want of room. Chief among these is to be noticed 
the magnificent series of Ceteosaurian remains from Enslow 
Bridge, which is the finest collection of gigantic reptilian remains 
to be seen in any museum in the world. The greatest care and 
ingenuity have been displayed in reconstructing these immense 
bones, many 4ft. or 5ft. long, from the broken and fragmentary 
state in which they were originally found. 

The splendid meteor noticed by Mr. Wilson, in our last 
number, as having been observed at Rugby, was also very clearly 
seen in the neighbourhood of Worcester a few minutes past nine 
o’clock. It is described as falling towards the S.W., and burst¬ 
ing like a rocket, when it left a trail of light behind it for some 
time after its disappearance. No audible explosion was beard. 
The atmosphere was clear, and there were only a few clouds in 
the sky. 

M. SienaYM f; has published in the Comptes Rendus a rectifica¬ 
tion of a catalogue of the articles written by Cauchy, the 
celebrated mathematician, formerly a member of the French 
Institute. Some of the articles attributed to Cauchy were 
written by Cournot. This list is of some importance, as 
Cauchy’s works are under publication at the expense of the 
French Academy, according to a vote which was taken a few 
months before the war broke out. 

We have received the first report of the Cheltenham College 
Natural History Society, which we commend to the notice of 
similar youthful societies, for the modest earnestness that 
pervades it. The achievements of the society for the first year 
of its existence are summed up as follows :—“ Botany—Decidedly 
well worked; best point of the Society. Entomology—Also 
well worked ; sadly deficient in Coleoptera. Zoology—Prac¬ 
tically reduced to Ornithology ; so far, so good. Geology- 
Little attempted ; less done.” In so rich and interesting a 
county, geologically speaking, as Gloucestershire, we hope the 
Society will have next year a very different tale to tell. We 


notice that in order to encourage the pursuit, the Council offers 
a prize for the best original collection of local fossils; but trust 
this will not tend to promote the habit of collecting for mere 
collecting’s sake—the bane of young naturalists. From the 
general tone of the pursuit of Natural History in the College, 
however, we hope for better things. It is interesting to find 
that such subjects are discussed at their meetings as the theories 
respecting the Aurora, and the causes of the November Showers 
of Meteors; and although the papers on “The Flowers of 
Virgil’s Eclogues ” and “ The Flowers of Virgil’s Georgies ” 
are stated to have been “ scarcely suited to the require¬ 
ments of a scientific meeting,” we doubt not they will 
have invested the old poems with a new interest in the 
eyes of both the writer and his hearers. Some of the papers 
are, as might be expected, crude and inaccurate ; the one on 
“ Butterflies at Home and Abroad ” requires revision ; and the 
statement that the Killarney bristle-fern, 7 richomanes radicans, 
has been gathered by one of the members in Cornwall, must be 
received with caution. Although this would not be “ the only 
spot in England where that fern has yet been found ” (there being 
old records of its having been gathered in Derbyshire, and it 
having recently been unquestionably met with in North Wales), 
and there is no inherent improbability in its growing in Cornwall, 
yet the specimen stated to have been gathered “not half an inch 
high,” can scarcely have been satisfactorily determined to be this 
rare fern. Seedling ferns of all kinds are extremely difficult to 
distinguish, and when growing in damp places, frequently simu¬ 
late the filmy appearance of the Irish fern. We shall watch with 
great interest the progress of the Cheltenham College Natural 
History Society. 

Dr. C. L. Spiegel’s “ Cultur-historischeTafeln,” published at 
St. Petersburg, gives in parallel columns the men distinguished 
in each epoch from the earliest times to the present in politics 
and war, technical or mechanical discoveries, medicine, divinity, 
natural science and mathematics, philosophy, law, history, belles- 
lettres, and the fine arts ; in Greece, Italy, Spain and Portugal, 
France, Great Britain, America, Sweden, Norway and Denmark, 
Holland, Germany, Russia and Turkey, Asia and Africa. It is 
printed in German. 

The register taken by M. Renan at Montsouris Observatory 
shows that the minimum temperature in December was - 11 ‘7° C. 
in the garden, and - 12'8° on the roof. This minimum is not 
exceptionally low for the district. The feature of the tempera¬ 
ture for the month was not so much the number of degrees under 
freezing-point as the continuity of cold. Nine days only ex¬ 
hibited a mean temperature above the freezing-point. The tem¬ 
perature for the whole month was about 8° F. lower than the 
mean temperature of Paris for December. 

Willkomm and Lange’s “Prodromu3 Flora Hispanic*,” 
published at Stuttgart, is now brought down to the third part of 
the second volume, including the natural orders to the end of the 
Gamopetalte or Corolliflora. 

Freiherr Ludwig von Hohenbuhel-Heufler has 
reprinted from the Proceedings of the Zoological and Botani¬ 
cal Society of Vienna an interesting contribution to botanical 
history, “ Franz von Mygind, der Freund Jacquins.” Mygind 
was born at Broust, in Jutland, in 1710, and after his education 
at the University of Copenhagen, and a short stay at St. Peters¬ 
burg, took up his residence at Vienna, and devoted his attention 
to botany. He speedily became an intimate friend of Jacquin’s, and 
corresponded with the most eminent scientific men of the day, 
including Priestley, Sir Joseph Banks, L’Heritier, and Gmelin. 
He did,great service in investigating the flora of Austria, paying 
the expense of two Alpine expeditions by Wulfen. He died in 
1789. 
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